5/28/80 


Mr* Erwin Knoll 
The Progressive 
409 East Main St., 

Madison WI 53703 

Dear Erwin Knoll, 

As you say, we* 11 continue to disagree* You also say that you believe in a 
secure Israel, with secure borders* I hope that I'll see in the Progressive what I 
do not recall seeing, a realistic explanation of how Israel's borders can be secure 
now and for the immediate future when most of the Arab world wants its end, still 
yearns for what Izzy condemned in one of many such Araft speeches* Where we seem to 
disagree is on how Israel can have borders with even a 'little security, something it 
did not have before the war that gave it control over the Gaza Strip and the Wes# 

Bank and doesn't have now, although fewer of its people by far are now being killed* 

Another aspect of this I do not recall seeing mentioned in the Progressive is 
something I read just tliis morning, that according to our Arms Control and Disarma- 
ment Agency ei#ht of the 10 countries that spend most of their national product on 
war are Arab. Israel, which is the only Jewish state, unlike the 20, plus Arab spates, 
is 12th. The Chinese missjj.es Saudi Arabia just got have a range further than the most 
distant point in Israel. {/hen noe^n of these states is willing to agree to a peace 
after MBmxfckHH 40 years, there is no indication that they intend peace or any 
equivalent of it* 

I have great respect, really admiration, for Izzy, with whom my first contact 
was when he was still working for David Stem. Syre, reconciliation is the best thing 
for all, but how can one side reconcile when the other won't and for 40 years in the 
present era alone ha3 refused to? However, beautiful a3 his words are, they do not 
address the grim realities. I see in them what l think I see in yours, almost a guilt 
feeling because tho3e terrible things that are happening are things we've hated all 
our lives. We feel responsible for them and almost seeA absolution* If I have almost 
nothing in common with the Begins, the Shamirs and the Sharons, I 3ojhro their fear 
of what will happen if tkey begin, as they are being asked to begin, what will lead 
to negotiations by giving up in advance what the other side wants* I agree with them 
also, if I understand their position correctly, that the other side not OJjily does 
not want peace, it does want the end of Israel (One of the reasons I didn t get into 
in writing you earlier and again I do not recall seeing in the Pc^rgressive i3 that 
all the Muslim tyrannies, f ear a beacon of freedom in their midsts, any state with any 
social concerns, with regard for the welfare of its people. 

There are no simple or easy solutions, if there can be any solution now, but' 
there is no solution without secure Israeli borders and given what surrounds them, 
and the kinds of gover/iments there, Israei won^t last long with a major part 10 
miles wide. 

I do hope that you will find the time to reread your letter because there is 
in it what 1 hope you will think about. Like telling me that Israel alone of the 
states we help is abusing people with our money. In disagreeing one of the many such 
states I mentioned is Turkey. On the chance you missed it in Thd Nation I enclose 
a piece from the issue th$t came the day -t mailed that letter* 



Harold Weisberg 


